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Inakustik Referenz LLS-4004 Air Pure Silver

Let it tell you what "Stereo" is

Sam Ho, Chief Editor of Hi-Fi Review, spoke out excitedly, “These speaker cables are
really amazing!” Rarely can one hear such comment from an experienced audio critic.

AIR Helix structure fully exploited

Inakustik developed AIR Helix technology as a new flagship series. It is surprising
that there is a huge difference in performance between the old flagship and the new
one. Some people always say "Hi Fi cannot be improved anymore", "New technology
cannot surpass the old one". Or, somebody will dismiss the new Inakustik AIR Helix
line-up as "kidding", “toy’ or “childish”.

Inakustik has developed AIR Helix technology using some special wiring frame to
maintain a constant distance and a specific geometry among conductor wires. This
special structure can offset the magnetic field interference so that signal transmission
can be faster, more integrated and with less delay. What is more important is to use air
as a dielectric, an ideal insulator only next to vacuum.

There are temporarily three different diameters of wiring frame for the AIR Helix.
The smallest, the medium and the largest ones are applied on Series 1204, 2404 and
4004 respectively. The number of holes made are determined by the diameter of the
frame. The same number of conductor wires can be put through the holes.

The design of the LS-4004 Air Pure Silver is identical to LS-4004 AIR. Both of them
use "AIR Helix" configuration. It is easy to “see though” the structure of the cable.
Each of the both LS4004 consists of 16 cores, each having a “PE” as the centre core.
Then 24 pure silver wires are woven on its surface to reduce eddy current. This
technology is called "Cross Link Super Speed", which is the signature technology of
Inakustik. The surface of each meshed conduction wire has a very thin coating to
prevent oxidation.

The ends of the speaker cable are terminated with rhodium-plated copper plugs. Since
soldering or welding can affect sonic performance, crimping termination is preferred.

The cable terminal is a flexible design enabling the use of either BFA banana plugs or
spade lugs by screwing. No matter which one you use, it can be bent to a maximum of
90 degrees. Although the cable is full of space, it is not light in weight. The bendable
terminals can avoid breakage under a long-term stress.



It is remarkable that the spade lug is designed to have a gap in the central part. When
the user tightens it to the binding post, the gap can make the spade terminal elastic.
This provides a more secured connection between the post and the fork firmer.

Pursuit of "the ultimate"

Sharing the same model name L.S-4004, the difference between the "Air" and “Air
Pure Silver” is apparent. "AIR" is made of pure copper, and "AIR PURE SILVER" is
made of high-purity silver. The copper version is covered with black jacket while the
silver version is covered with white jacket.

According to information of the manufacturer, the conductivity of this sterling silver
1s 61.35 S/m, and it is 6% higher than pure copper. However, the cost of silver is 100
times that of copper!

The high production cost of the LS-4004 Air Pure Silver certainly makes it extremely
expensive. Considering this, Inakustik also offers LS-2404 Air Pure Silver as an
“economical” option. The quantity of conductors is halved to reduce the price level.
However, If you are chasing the ultimate sound effect, the “economical” version is not
your right choice! Moreover, the LS-4004 Air Pure Silver possesses strength and taste
in music to attract audiophiles who like truthful music reproduction.

Sensation

The complete system for evaluating Inakustik Referenz LS-4004 Air Pure Silver
speaker cable in Hi Fi Review’s studio comprises:

Accustic Art Drive 11,

Tube-DAC II Mk2 split CD combination;

Grimm Audio CC1 clock,

Accuphase C-3850, P-7300 (Pre-amp and Power-Amp);
B&W 802 D3 speakers.

Cables Wires include Burmester Power Cord (CD turntable),
Analysis Plus Power Oval 2 Mk2 power cord (DAC, clock),
Analysis Plus Silver Apex power cord (preamp),

Analysis Plus Ultimate Power Oval power cord (poweamp),
Analysis Plus Silver Apex XLR signal line (DAC to preamp).

The character of Inakustik Referenz L.S-4004 Air Pure Silver speaker cable is easy to
define. It is not the type to emphasize or strengthen the sound effect. You do not feel
that the cable is silver-made. The sound is very smooth and balanced and unbiased. It
can diminish the rich mid and lower range of the typical Accuphase’s “golden”
signature tone. It delivers a balanced full frequency range. It is so natural and smooth.



It is not the kind of speaker cables to shock you on first hearing. But, you need to take
some time to feel how amazing it is.

The speaker cable is so warm and gentle. It is not like a muscle man who holds drum
sticks and hits the drum relentlessly. The bass is well defined, linear and dynamic, yet
without sounding fierce. Playing electronic or rock music is not where its strength
lies. It is able to reproduce the timbre of musical instruments. The outcome is really
amazing.

Even, balanced, and easy

Its entire audio spectrum is well balanced. Even with an exceptional, wide frequency
bandwidth, it does not emphasize the frequency extremes. The key point must be
everything comes natural and balanced. The background is so quiet that you can hear
plenty of details without annoyance. Like handling the full frequency range, musical
information is properly conveyed without loss. Musical notes are delivered to you in
right order. The details only help music flow and make the sound more truthful. It also
enhances the level of realism.

I have listened to two string quartets on CD - "Felix & Fanny Mendelssohn" by
Quixor Ebéne's and "Brahms String Quartets Nos. 1 & 3" by Artemis Quartet. Images
are sharp. The three-dimensionality derives from the thickness of the whole
soundstage. The images are projected from behind to the front of the speakers, almost
becoming spherical. You can feel the size of the whole soundstage. Distances among
all images are extreme clear, and in 1:1 proportion, with very clear contrast. In
addition, without sacrificing stage depth, LS-4004 Air Pure Silver tends to project the
images slightly forward of the speakers. It becomes closer to the listeners. It seems
very close to the audience in the first three rows of a concert hall.

Do you think the listeners feel oppressed if the soundstage extends a bit forward of
the speakers? The answer is “No”. Firstly, as mentioned before, the sound is smooth
without coarseness. Secondly, images are steady without drifting. Treble and bass are
not like a laser beam shooting at your ears, but sound permeates the air and disperses
to your ears, as if you were sitting at the front rows in a concert hall. Even if the
orchestra is very close to you, it will not sound very loud and uncomfortable with
appropriate dispersion. Thirdly, this speaker cable can completely retrieve information
and details as recorded, including hall ambience, recreating the sense of being at the
front rows of the concert hall. Direct sound, reflections and overtones of musical
instruments together deliver an outstanding feeling of presence.

Stereo was once translated as "immersive sound", but not everything said to be
"stereophony" will provide you with a feeling of presence. The LS-4004 Air Pure
Silver speaker cable enables you to feel what “Stereo” really means.



Texture and transparency

The feeling of presence is one of the strengths of the LS-4004 Air Pure Silver. I
thought that the imaging and three-dimensionality of the B&W 802 D3 was
remarkable in its ability to reproduce the atmosphere and performer localization in the
recording venue. However, before using this cable, the B&W 802 D3 has not
performed to its full potential. The sense of "being there" can be further improved.
B&W 802 D3 can now be fully exploited by using this speaker cable.

The speaker cable reveals both exceptional texture and transparency, besides
colourfulness. You can clearly feel the size of strings, quivering, and bowing of the
cello, as if you could look through the cello. You can hear all variations in the
resonance. There is sufficient sound information which is neither too heavy nor too
light, just good enough to let you hear the subtleties and texture of the music. More
importantly, the two seemingly controversial elements fuses, yet without traces.
Everything sounds natural and realistic.

Thanks to the well balanced frequency range, the cable neither sounds overly rich nor
light. Light and shade exist at the same time. It is a lively yet controlled sound.
Emotions, whether happy, sad or more complex, are properly expressed.

Although the speaker cable is made of pure silver, you cannot hear any previous
shortcomings of silver. Firstly, the LS-4004 Air Pure Silver exhibits well-balanced
sound quality without bias. There is no excessive treble. It is not tough and harsh. The
overall sound is pleasing to the ear without sacrificing the amount of information.
There is no need to reduce any details to achieve a delicate feeling. The sound is not
overly bright, allowing light and shade to live with each other. The proportion is
almost 1:1.

Despite being a product bearing a top-notch flagship price tag that emphasizes
exaggerated character, the superb sound quality delivered by the L.S-4004 Air Pure
Silver is invaluable.



